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 Monthly Newsletter The Circuit Rider 
 United Methodist ChUrCh of MoUnt Vernon 

304 1st Street SW, Mount Vernon, IA 52314      

Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transforma on of the world.     

Telephone:  319.895.6286  
www.umcmv.com    email: alisondix@umcmv.com November 2022 

 

Dear Friends, 

I am one of those people who love Autumn. The falling leaves and cooler temperatures, the visual 
reminder the leaves show us of “letting go” for the possibility of new growth, new experiences, new 
seasons in our lives. 

November brings us liturgically to the close of the church year on November 20th, and the begin-
ning of Advent on the 27th. As part of my spiritual discipline in this month of change and transition 
is to practice an “attitude of gratitude’, intentionally making the commitment to daily naming that 
for which I am grateful. 

When I take the time to be grateful, it expands my capacity to see God at work in my life and in the 
lives of others. It truly becomes and attitude adjustment, filling me with both praise and thanksgiv-
ing. 

One example: I have been reflecting on our church auction this past Sunday, where I witnessed 
those who were present supporting the church while having so much fun. That $19,000-plus dollars 
were brought in in support of our ministry together was, indeed, a cause for celebration. 

High on my list are you, the people of UMCMV. I see your acts of welcome and hospitality as visi-
tors join us, your dedication to being in mission and ministry within our walls and out into the com-
munity and beyond. The hunger to make connections, the quiet ways many of you serve in the life 
of our congregation, all of this gives me such hope for you. 

I wonder if we, collectively, could enter November committing to an “attitude of gratitude” for one 
another? Perhaps that might be writing a note to 
someone in the church that has touched your life, 
or thanking a Sunday school teacher or worship 
leader for their service? It might be sharing a to-
ken of love with a staff member or taking some-
one out for coffee the tell them how much you ap-
preciate them. Can we together commit to living 
out an attitude of gratitude, and trust the transfor-
mation that can come from that. 

 

On the Journey, 

Pastor Terra 
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For all who worship with us!  

In person at 8:30 am 

or 11 am 

Online at 8:30 am  

www.umcmv.com/online-worship  

YOUR AD COUNCIL AT WORK FOR YOU 

The Church Council mee ng on October 20 had a busy agenda.  Following reports from commi ees, they 
and made the following decisions for our church: 

SPRC – Our Pastor’s salary will remain the same for the following year, including salary - $72,00, Health and 
insurance - $17,676, Pension - $13,650, and also housing. 

MISSIONS – Hygiene kits and fleece blankets (completed by the youth group) were donated to Willis Dady 
Center. 

TRUSTEES – AC has been shut off and boiler turned on. Jim Baty and Ma  Stewart are working on a plan for 
the south wing reconstruc on which would allow more light into the rooms. 

WORSHIP/MEMORIALS – Our church hosted Cornell’s recent Convoca on due to King Chapel being closed 
for repair. October 30 will be All Saint’s Sunday. 

FINANCE – Our monthly surplus has dropped to $7,000 causing great concern, especially going into the 
winter months. It was discussed perhaps we need to keep the congrega on informed as to our financial 
status on a more regular basis. 

Chair Kim Guardardo discussed the upcoming Congrega onal Assessment Survey we will all be asked to com-
plete in the coming months. 

Goals for next year were established: Increased congrega onal membership & involvement/ Maintain & 
strengthen rela onship with Cornell and Con nued focus on Community outreach, 

Where we’ve seen God working in our midst: 

Praise Team, Children’s sermons by LeAnn Briesemeister; In the kitchen as we prepare food and 
serve meals, At the ecumenical youth group, In Sunday School, Chancel choir now including Cornell 
students, high school student and new church members, Neighbors in Need and Fish help to commu-
nity, Men’s Saturday morning fellowship, The “Bigger Table” sessions and meals, The Praise Team, 
led by Clint Stanerson, holding an Outreach performance at Cornell recently.  

Future dates: Nov. 13 at 2 p,m. –Charge Conference  / Dec. 8 – Church Council Mee ng for budget discussion 
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Mount Vernon Community Preschool  
 
October was filled with pumpkins, animals and all things related to fall. Preschool 
children enjoyed trips to the park, a field trip to Kroul Farms, pain ng, baking 
pumpkin bars and trick or trea ng. 
 
We con nue to be thankful for our wonderful children and families. We are grate-
ful for the church staff and members for all their support. And we are blessed 
every day to get to work in such an amazing community! 
 
Thank you for your con nued prayers. 
 
Preschool Contact Informa on: mvcommunitypreschool@gmail.com, 563-321-
0752 

Thank you so much to all who 
donated, a ended and pur-
chased at our Lord’s Por on 

Auc on– it was a great success! 
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2023 Financial Generosity 
Campaign  

Thank you to all who have  

Submitted their Estimate of  Giving 
Cards so far.  

 If you have yet to submit your ESTI-
MATE OF GIVING Card, we would love to receive it.  

 

Check out the chart in the Narthex to see where we are in 
supporting next year’s budget!  

LORD’S PORTION AUCTION  
Was a GREAT SUCCESS– thank you to 

all who donated, a ended and             
purchased!  

One step in the process of ge ng a new 
pastor is to complete a Congrega on Assess-
ment. The goal is to learn informa on about 
our congrega on that will help the confer-
ence find the right pastor for our church. It 
will also help the leaders of our church iden-

fy the priori es of our congrega on. In the next few weeks, we will be sending 
you a link for you to complete the online survey. We will also offer paper copies or 
assistance filling out the applica on if needed. Please watch for this in November.  
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 ALL SAINTS’ 
SUNDAY 
Sunday October 30th, we 
observed All Saints’ Sun-
day.  It is a high and holy 
day when we remember with thanksgiving all the saints who have 
walked in our midst but in the past year have been called to walk 
along side Jesus.   

Those of our church family who have passed away this past year 
are: Suki Morrissey, Betty Walton, John Havill and Janice John-
son.  

During our service we will honor these Saints’ by reading their names and ringing bells.   

There are many have experienced loss in the past year and there will be at me at each ser-
vice to raise up those you have on your heart close to you.  

MEMORIAL GIFTS 

There are two ways to memorialize a friend or loved one with a gi  to the church:  Gi s to a 
Memorial Fund are typically given in memory of a loved one, and can be designated for a spe-
cific purpose, or added to the general Memorial fund for use in the future. 

Gi s to the Endowment Fund can be given as a memorial or a general gi .  Funds are added 
to the church’s endowment investments.  Income from the interest on the endowment fund 
is used to support non-budgeted special projects within the church.  The principal is never 
spent and is le  to accrue income to support the church in perpetuity. 

The Memorial commi ee appreciates all the gi s received this year and will uphold our mis-
sion to be good stewards of these gi s in funding projects for the church.  Also, 4, $500 schol-
arships were awarded through the Jullian Johnston  fund. Any ques ons or ideas for projects 
can be directed to Barb Shepley at 895-6566. 
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 Youth group—Wednesdays @ 6:30 to 8 pm   
Youth group has been 
mee ng every Wednes-
day evening from 6:30pm 
to 8pm. This month 
we’ve had a scavenger 
hunt at the First Presby-

terian church, a night walk at the Pal, a Halloween 
party, and we’ve donated hygiene kits to Willis Dady. Next month we will be do-
ing an escape room, watercolors with Howard Chapman, random acts of kind-
ness, and the soup supper for Magical Night! Please let Veronica 
(veronicafisher@umcmv.com) if you have any ques ons, concerns, or comments. 

Save the Date! 

Magical Night Soup Supper 

Thursday, December 1st 
 We are reinsta ng the annual Youth Group sponsored Soup Supper this year! The proceeds from this fundraising 
event will go towards the Southeast Linn Community Center. 

Our youth group mee ng on Wednesday, November 30th will be used to prepare for the event. Youth will help set 
up tables and provide other prep work. We will need other volunteers to provide soup and sides as well as show up 
to help serve and clean up. We will be sending out further details soon with volunteer sign up so keep an eye out for 
the email! 

Please reach out with any ques ons or concerns. Our churches appreciate you! 

United Methodist Church of Mount Vernon (veronicafisher@umcmv.com) 

First Presbyterian Church of Mount Vernon (educa on@firstpresmv.com) 

Seeds of Faith Lutheran Church (prrmbp10@gmail.com)  

Pictures 
from the 
Night at the 
PAL! 
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Sunday school  
This month we learned about David and what it means to be 
devoted to God. Our unit Faith Word was “Seeking” - to look 
and discover our faith in God.  The Unit Verse was 1 Samuel 
16:7b, “The Lord sees into the heart”. 

Our next unit begins November 6th and will have the Faith 
Word “Voice”. In the new unit we will learn about what it 
means to be a prophet and what prophets do. 

Our third graders have completed their Bible class. Congrats again to our third grad-
ers! 

 

 

 

  
 

SAVE THE DATE!  
Our Christmas Pageant will be Sunday evening, December 11th. Here is some of the 
preliminary information. We are entering the planning stages, so more details will 
come in time.   

What: A traditional Christmas Pageant with music and costumes. 
Who: All Sunday school children (Preschool-5th grade). Middle school students may 
have various roles/jobs. 
Where: Sanctuary 
When: (Pageant) Sunday, December 11th, in the evening (6:30pm) 
When: (Practices) Starting November 6th, will practice during part of each Sunday 
school class in November/December. December 10th-Saturday morning practice to 
get costumes and rehearse. 
RSVP: As we get closer, we will be looking for a count of all children available to be 
part of the Pageant.  

Questions?: Contact Veronica Fisher email veronicafisher@umcmv.com cell 319-270-
2446   
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Online Giving and ACH (Automatic Bank Withdrawals) are 
available to make your giving easy and worry free.  

· Check out our online giving or contact Jackie Morrical about setting up automatic 
payments for your convenience.   

· Our website can be used for special gifts or if you want to try out giving 
electronically.  

Check it out here!  
https://bit.ly/3t7r0PE 

Come Help 
Deck the 
Halls 
It’s time to start think-
ing about Advent and 
preparing our church 
for the season. That 
means putting up trees 
and decorating. Come 

be a part of this fun gathering to prepare our “House” for the season. We’ll gather Sunday, 
Nov 20 at 4 pm and put up Christmas trees, garland, and lights. When we are finished decorat-
ing, we’ll gather in fellowship hall and enjoy a soup supper together. This is a great time for 
families, or singles, to share the joy of the season. Each family is asked to bring a small batch 
of chili to add to the “pot” to make a big batch of Dump Chili(we will have an alternative 
soup available, also). This will be a great way to kick off the Advent season, so we hope you’ll 
join us. If you have questions, please call Barb Shepley at 319 8895-6566. 

PRAYER SHAWLS 

We have offered a Prayer Shawl ministry for several years and it has been a blessing to many. 
But due to Covid and the loss of some of our group, we have not been a very active group re-
cently. Our supply of shawls is very low, so I am putting out a call to anyone who knits, or 
crochets, or would like to learn. I am hoping we can start meeting, monthly, as a group again, 
beginning Nov. 14th at 7pm in the balcony classroom next to the elevator. So dust off those 
needles and grab some yarn and join us. I even have a simple pattern to share. If you are inter-
ested and don’t have needles or yarn, I’ll be happy to supply you with what you need. If you 
have any questions, give me a call at 319 895-6566. Hope to see you on Nov. 14. 

Barb Shepley 
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The Heart that Grew Three Sizes: find-
ing Faith in the Story of the Grinch by 

Ma  Rawle 

Sunday Evening Advent Study, 5:00 
meal, Beginning November 27th 

 

“We don’t know why the Grinch hated Christ-
mas. We just know he did. In this new Advent 
study, Ma  Rawle explores the faith themes in 
the Christmas classic, How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas! Including how did the Grinch’s heart grow three sizes come 
Christmas morning. How did Christmas save the Grinch? Could it be that 
the very thing we think we hate is the one thing that changes our lives?” 

 

The weekly themes are: 

Week One (Nov. 27th) : When Everything Is Wrong 

Week Two (December 4th) : When Christmas Isn’t Christmas 

Week Three (December 11): When Light Shines 

Week Four December 18th) : When Joy Is Our Song 

You are invited to purchase the book and join us for a me of 
food and fellowship, followed by discussion of the book, begin-

ning at 5:00 Sunday evenings, November 27th 
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Missions Committee November Update 

 As cold weather and holidays approach, needs seem to be continuing 
in our community. We are very fortunate to have an active community 
organization, SE Linn Community Center, as a wonderful resource that 
fills so many needs for the Mount Vernon-Lisbon area. This also gives 
us, as a church, a way to support our neighbors in need with your gen-
erous gifts. Our Bulk Food Buys, Meals on Wheels, the Angel Tree, 
and the Holiday Hams programs all go directly to SE Linn, thus helping friends and neighbors 
right here at home during the holiday season. 

As a committee, we are currently preparing to be supportive with several ongoing projects that 
are especially needed this year. The Holiday Hams program (donating money to purchase 
hams for the holiday food boxes) , the Angel Tree (giving the congregation a chance to choose 
one or more specific gifts for a community member), the Cap and Mitten Tree (decorating our 
entry area tree with items to later be delivered to our two area schools), our Christmas Eve of-
fering (this year we will support our Neighbors in Need and FISH funds for emergency finan-
cial support to community members with short term needs), and our last 2022 Bulk Food Buy 
(ordering food at bulk cost through Gary’s Foods for the SE Linn food pantry) will all be hap-
pening in the next two months and all could use extra volunteers to lighten the individual load 
and provide a joyful experience of Christian giving. If you’d like to be involved in any of 
these Missions projects, please let Alison know in our church office, 319-895-6286. Together 
we can provide much-needed support for those in our community during this time of Christian 
celebration. 

Mission Committee -Arlene and Verne Sand, Mary Jane McWilliams, Jen Hoffman, Renee 
Nydegger, Alison Dix, Barb Shepley, Karen Stewart 

Help support holiday boxes for Christmas meals for our 
community— we are collec ng funds for the HAMS this   
November to support SE Linn Food bank holiday meal box-
es—es mated to need 200 boxes for the HUGE need in our 
community! Mark “SE Linn” on your dona on for Holiday 
box support. We are so thankful we can come together at 
this me and help one another have a great holiday meal.  
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United Methodist Church of Mount Vernon Calendar  

November 2022  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thurs-
day Friday Saturday 

    1 
Pastor out this week 
9:30am Women's Bi-
ble Study, Balcony 
Classroom 
6:30pm Evening Book 
Club meeting, Com-
mon Ground Meeting 
room 

2 
Pastor out this week 
6:30pm Praise Team 
Practice, Sanctuary 
6:30pm Youth Group- 
Middle School & HS, Fel-
lowship Hall 
7:30pm Chancel choir 
practice, Sanctuary 

3 
Pastor out 
this week 

4 
Pastor out this 
week 

5 
Pastor out this 
week 

6 
Pastor out this week 
8:30am Praise Worship, Sanctuary 
9:30am Fellowship time, Common 
Ground Meeting Room 
9:45am Confirmation Class, Bal-
cony Classroom 
9:45am Sunday School, Class-
rooms 
11:00am Traditional Worship, 
Sanctuary 

7 
6:30pm Boy 
Scouts weekly 
meeting, Fel-
lowship Hall 

8 
9:30am Staff Meeting, 
Common Ground 
Meeting Room 
9:30am Women's Bi-
ble Study, Balcony 
Classroom 
7:00pm SPRC meet-
ing, Common Ground 
Meeting room 

9 
6:30pm Praise Team 
Practice, Sanctuary 
6:30pm Youth Group- 
Middle School & HS, Fel-
lowship Hall 
7:30pm Chancel choir 
practice, Sanctuary 

10 11 12 
9:00am Shower 
by Marci 
Schmatt - Fel-
lowship Hall 
10:00am Boy 
Scouts, main 
floor upstairs 
classrooms 

13 
Lennon Kraus Baptism at 8:30 am 
worship 
8:30am Praise Worship, Sanctuary 
9:30am Fellowship time, Common 
Ground Meeting Room 
9:45am Confirmation Class, Bal-
cony Classroom 
9:45am Sunday School, Class-
rooms 
11:00am Traditional Worship, 
Sanctuary 
2:00pm Charge Conference, Fel-
lowship Hall 

14 
6:30pm Boy 
Scouts weekly 
meeting, Fel-
lowship Hall 
7:00pm Prayer 
Shawl Gather-
ing, Balcony 
Classroom 

15 
9:30am Staff Meeting, 
Common Ground 
Meeting Room 
9:30am Women's Bi-
ble Study, Balcony 
Classroom 

16 
6:30pm Praise Team 
Practice, Sanctuary 
6:30pm Youth Group- 
Middle School & HS, Fel-
lowship Hall 
7:30pm Chancel choir 
practice, Sanctuary 

17 18 19 

20 
8:30am Praise Worship, Sanctuary 
9:30am Fellowship time, Common 
Ground Meeting Room 
9:45am Confirmation Class, Bal-
cony Classroom 
9:45am Sunday School, Class-
rooms 
11:00am Traditional Worship, 
Sanctuary 
4:00pm Deck the Halls, Decorat-
ing for Advent 

21 
6:30pm Boy 
Scouts weekly 
meeting, Fel-
lowship Hall 
7:00pm Trus-
tees Meeting, 
Common 
Ground Meet-
ing Room 

22 
9:30am Staff Meeting, 
Common Ground 
Meeting Room 
9:30am Women's Bi-
ble Study, Balcony 
Classroom 

23 
6:30pm Praise Team 
Practice, Sanctuary 
6:30pm Youth Group- 
Middle School & HS, Fel-
lowship Hall 
7:30pm Chancel choir 
practice, Sanctuary 

24 
Thanks-
giving -
offices 
closed 

25 
Thanksgiving 
holiday - offic-
es closed 

26 

27 
First Week of Advent 
🔒 Pointsettia in bulletin 
8:30am Praise Worship, Sanctuary 
9:30am Fellowship time, Common 
Ground Meeting Room 
9:45am Confirmation Class, Bal-
cony Classroom 
9:45am Sunday School, Class-
rooms 
11:00am Traditional Worship, 
Sanctuary 
5:00pm Advent Study & Meal - 
The Heart that Grew 3 sizes - 
Fellowship Hall 

28 29 
9:30am Staff Meeting, 
Common Ground 
Meeting Room 
9:30am Women's Bi-
ble Study, Balcony 
Classroom 
7:00pm Finance 
Meeting, Common 
Ground Meeting Room 

30 
6:30pm Praise Team 
Practice, Sanctuary 
6:30pm Youth Group- 
Middle School & HS, Fel-
lowship Hall 
7:30pm Chancel choir 
practice, Sanctuary 

1 
Soup sup-
per prep 
5:00pm 
Magical 
Night 
Soup Sup-
per- Fel-
lowship 
Hall 

2 3 
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Li  Up these Prayer Requests  
Prayers for Healing:  

· For Craig Smith and his con nuing treatments 

· For Josie Bothell (one of our 8th grade confirmands) who con nues to heal from an ankle injury that hap-
pened two months ago 

· For Ann Currie who con nues to heal from back surgery 

· For Gail (Pastor Terra's daughter-in-law's mother) who is recovering from tongue surgery, due to a cancer 
diagnosis, and prayers that the further lab results come back with posi ve news 

· For Gayle Ann Wallace who has been dealing with health issues and is now recovering in skilled care at 
Co age Grove 

· For all our friends and family members who are figh ng the ba le against cancer 

Prayers for Comfort and Strength:  

· For the family and friends of Noreen Bush, who passed away on October 23rd, a er a fierce ba le with 
cancer. Noreen had most recently served as the Superintendent of Cedar Rapids Schools and earlier in her 
career had served in the Mount Vernon Community Schools 

· For those feeling weary or struggling with the change of seasons 

· For those concerned with health issues 

· For all who are struggling: emo onally, physically or spiritually 

· For those suffering silently with anxiety and depression 

· For this church, this building, these people, and ways to love on and stay connected with one another 

· For all not men oned by name who are mourning the loss of a family member or friend 

Prayers for Transi on:   

· We pray for the new pastor that will be assigned to our church to begin in July 2023. Prayers that God will 
prepare and call just the right pastor to come to UMCMV to join us in ministry. Prayers for the Bishop and 
Cabinet as they begin to think about appointments, may God lead them in this task 

· For our college freshman as they con nue to get oriented to their new "home away from home", and their 
family members as they adjust during this me of transi on 

· Prayers for all students, teachers, school staff and administrators to have a posi ve first semester of the 
school year 

· For the leaders of UMCMV as they con nue to work on behalf of our church 

· For the United Methodist Church: including the global church, the Iowa Conference and our Mount Vernon 
congrega on 
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PRAYER LIST  con nued  

 Prayers for our Na on and our World:  

· Prayers for all who are facing the trauma and devasta on of the recent hurricanes along the East coast of 
the US, and in Puerto Rico and Cuba 

· Pray for peace in our world. Specifically for the people caught in the tragedies of war in Ukraine and Rus-
sia. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers 

· For people all over the world who are suffering from the COVID-19 virus  

· Pray for peace and love for all humanity 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Joy: 

· We celebrate with Diane and Tim LeGore, that their sister-in-law, who has been ba ling cancer, is in re-
mission 

· We celebrate with Summer Brand that her most recent scans came back clear 

· We celebrate the birth of Lennon Catherine Kraus with Ben and Mackenzie Kraus, born on Sept 9th 
and welcomed into the world by her big sister and two big brothers. Congratula ons also to proud grand-
parents Susan and Gregg Glenn 

· We have NEW carpet in the sanctuary!! What a joy this is and we offer our gra tude to those in our 
church who helped to organize this effort 

· With thanksgiving we think of our Trustees and all the hard work they do to keep our church building in 
good working order, up to date with renova ons and many other day to day acts of service 

· We are thankful for beau ful Fall days; filled with crisp air, sunshine and amazing colors  

November Birthdays  Happy Birthday! 
 Susan Glenn 11/01 

Stephanie Frantz 11/02 
Angie Watson 11/02 
Jason Booth 11/03 
Karen Stewart 11/05 
Madeline Morrical 11/08 
Heather Sage 11/09 
Ron Coe 11/10 
Guy Booth 11/11 
Benjamin Pospisil 11/11 
Benjamin Merlak 11/12 
Crystal Shannon 11/12 
Keanan Shannon 11/12 
Eloise Reinken 11/13 
Jacob Timm 11/13 
Rik Smith 11/14 
Carol Wozniak-Rebhuhn 11/14 

Trenton Baty 11/15 
Blake Booth 11/15 
Cohen Kamaus 11/15 
Truman Jordan 11/18 
Bonnie Keith 11/18 
Emma Hoffman 11/19 
Gretchen Light 11/20 
Babs Moore 11/20 
Brittany Booth 11/25 
Allison Ott 11/25 
John Zehms 11/25 
Jason Rushford 11/27 
Anna Nydegger 11/28 
Kaiden Shannon 11/29 
Caleb Dausener 11/30 
Katelynn Walters 11/30 
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United Methodist Church of Mount Vernon                 
304 First Street SW                                      
Mount Vernon, IA  52314                 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED                                                                             

United Methodist Church  
of Mount Vernon Staff 

 
 
Senior Pastor  . . .  .          Pastor Terra Amundson 
Praise Team Director–….              Clint Stanerson 
Christian Education Director  
& Director of Youth Ministries…Veronica Fisher 
Congregational Care Coordinator          Julie Baty 
Office Manager/Newsletter  . . . . . .     Alison Dix  
Nursery Care. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Melissa Oxley 
Director, Adult Handbell Choir .   .   .Kristi Keast 
Organist                                                Karen Stoll  
Chancel Choir Director        Joleen Woods 
Choir Accompanist                 Denae McGrath   
Custodian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . … Night Shift 
Maintenance & Repair Director . . …….. Trustees 
Wedding Coordinator……………   Barb Shepley 
Financial Secretaries  . . ……….. . Richard Jacob,  
                        Tim Legore & Jackie Morrical 
Treasurers . . . . . . ………….   Mike Kragenbrink 

                Alison Dix 

Plan to a end Sunday Nights in 
Advent at 5 PM in Fellowship Hall  

  

Evening            
Advent 

Study, 5:00 
meal,                     

Beginning 
Nov. 27th  


