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Monthly Newsletter The Circuit Rider 

 United Methodist Church of Mount Vernon 

304 1st Street SW, Mount Vernon, IA 52314      

Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.     

Telephone:  319.895.6286  

www.umcmv.com    email: alisondix@umcmv.com January 2021 

Merry Christmas One and All!  

Happy New Year!  

Glad tidings we bring to you & your family! 

From your friends at  

 United Methodist Church of  Mount Vernon 
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Friends, 

As you receive this January newsletter, I pray that your 
Christmas celebration, though probably looking very different that year’s past, was a time of 
thanksgiving for the gift of the Babe of Bethlehem, and opportunity for reflection. 

I had a phone conversation with another clergy woman in the area this past week. We were 
commiserating on the strangeness of this season as Covid 19 has changed the rhythm of minis-
try in ways we are both still working to name. I reflected on recording the Christmas Eve ser-
vice after worship on the 20th, and the mix of emotions that flooded my soul – sadness that we 
couldn’t all be together, gratefulness for technology, celebration for the creative engagement 
of our technology team and musicians who give of themselves for the sake of the congregation 
and constituents who join us via YouTube. We both named that this was, indeed, a unique mo-
ment in our ministries as pastors. 

There is sorrow in the loss this season of face-to-face connection with many of you out of love 
and concern. And my heart is filled with questions as to what the future will bring in the next 
months and years as we prayerfully discern God’s guidance. It has at times felt overwhelming. 

Then I remember that it was into a world of brokenness and fear – like our world today - that 
the Christ child came as Emmanuel, God-with-us. And in that remembering, I am filled with 
hope and expectation once again. 

One of my favorite poems that anchors my spirituality in this time of year is The Work of 
Christmas, by Howard Thurman. 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among brothers (and sisters), 

To make music in the heart.  

 

This is my prayer for all of us as we look to 2021. I hold you in my heart and prayers. 

On the Journey, Pastor Terra 



3 

 

WORSHIP  

Our worship is currently ONLINE.  

 

Live ONLINE Worship from our sanctuary at 

9:30 AM  

or catch the Replay any time!   

 

Check out our website  

to see the worship videos                                                  

on Sunday mornings!  

 

 

www.umcmv.com/covid-19-umcmv  

For the sake of safety and health,  

our building is currently closed.  

The Church Office is open by appointment.                                                        
Please contact Alison @ 319-895-6286 if you need to meet with 

her, Pastor Terra or another staff member.  
If you need support, someone to talk to, or other assistance, we are here 

for you.  
Pastoral Support Contact Pastor Terra Amundson 712-304-1517 

pastorterra@umcmv.com 

Congregational Care Contact Julie Baty 319-533-2349 
Communications  Contact Alison Dix 319-573-4801 
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Giving  Opportunities 

Neighbor in Need Fund: We have depleted our Neighbor in Needs fund over the 

past year, and request donations to this area of ministry. We help people one 

time, so it is not an on-going need fund. We currently use these funds to help 

families struggling with utility shut offs, evictions and other life necessities in our 

Mount Vernon and Lisbon Communities.  

  

UMCOR Special Sunday- #1  -Human Relations Sunday  January 17, 2021  

One of six church wide Special Sundays with offerings of The United Methodist 

Church, Human Relations Day give us an opportunity to make an impact in communities 

where people struggle because they don’t have the tools or resources to reach their God-

given potential. During the challenges of the past year, we have seen how systemic inequality 

affects the most vulnerable people. When neighbors experience poverty and live in communi-

ties that have less access to community resources, as a denomination, we can do so much 

more together than we could ever do on our own. Our gifts are part of building beloved com-

munity through faith-based volunteer programs, community developers and programs that 

work with at-risk teens. As society begins to recover from this health and financial crisis, 

these programs are vital in strengthening communities that are most impacted. Please write 

your check to UMCMV and indicate Human Relations Day on the memo line. When you sup-

port Human Relations Day, your gift builds community leadership and resources. For example 

in Chicago, churches are in partnership to engage in community based alternatives to juvenile 

incarceration. In the Philippines, community organizations are strengthening family resiliency 

to address substance abuse, particularly with those who are living in the Manila North Ceme-

tery. And in West Congo, United Methodist Churches are working with ecumenical partners to 

provide pastoral support and advocacy for children and youth who are in prison.  
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Sunday School is full of JOY! 

JOY – A feeling of gratitude and happiness. 

 
Joy has been our Celebrate Wonder Faith Word this Advent 
season. As we navigate this Advent with all the precautions 
and realities of Covid-19, we find special meaning in this word 
and this particular definition that includes gratitude. 

 
Just as we saw Mary and Joseph express joy despite all the 
surprises, confusion, and difficulties leading up to Jesus’ mi-
raculous birth, so too have we expressed joy despite the cir-
cumstances necessitating that Sunday school be virtual. 

 
I hope you can feel the JOY in these photos!   

These happy children and their families are a joyful bunch. 

I am so very grateful for all our Sunday school families and 
look forward to continued Sunday School joy in the new year! 

Joy to you all! 

Brittany Booth, Sunday School Coordinator 
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SPRC Updates: 

Thanks to the generous support of our congregation, combined with the efforts 

of the members of SPRC and Finance committee we wanted to share that we 

have navigated the challenges of 2020,  and have maintained payroll for all of 

staff this year. Mike Kragenbrink and members of the finance committee 

helped us utilize the Payroll Protection Program. 

 

Church Cleaning during shutdown. 

We thought you might like to know that we have maintained our cleaning rela-

tionship with Night Shift. To help keep Tammy ??? employed at Night Shift we 

did something creative and banked hours with Night Shift and then utilized 

those dollars to do a major project of stripping and waxing the floors and hall-

ways for our Preschool areas.  

JOB OPENINGS AT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF MOUNT VERNON 
 

Part-time Christian Education Director 
Seeking enthusiastic Christian to nurture family spiritual growth through education programs 

within the congregation of the United Methodist Church of Mount Vernon. This candidate 

should possess strong organization and leadership skills to promote Christian education of chil-

dren, youth, and adults including the Sunday School and Vacation Bible School programs. 

The preferred candidate will have college and experience in an education, youth or ministry 

field. 

  

This Christian Education position could be combined with the UMCMV Director of Youth Minis-

tries position for one full-time job opportunity. 

 

Please send Cover Letter & Resume to Pastor Terra Amundson at pastorterra@umcmv.com  

  

Part-time Director of Youth Ministries 
Mount Vernon United Methodist Church is seeking an energetic adult passionate about youth 

to organize and lead youth programming including evening youth ministry and confirmation 

programs. This candidate should possess strong communication and leadership skills and be 

able to lead adult and teen volunteers in effective youth ministry. The preferred candidate 

will have a college education in youth ministry along with experience working with youth. 

  

This Director of Youth Ministries position could be combined with the UMCMV Christian Educa-

tion Director position for a full-time job opportunity. 

 

Please send Cover Letter & Resume to Pastor Terra Amundson at pastorterra@umcmv.com  
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Good News for 2020 from your SPRC Chair Jeff Schmatt 
 

Clint Stanerson officially hired as Praise Team Director: 
 
Some GOOD NEWS from your SPRC Chair... thanks to your continued financial sup-
port we were able to officially hire Clint Stanerson to be our Praise Team Direc-
tor.  Clint has been instrumental to the success of our Gazebo services, our online ser-
vices, with his technology talents combined with Jim Baty's talents and others they are 
making productions that help us stay connected and we can all be proud of.  Clint has 
created a format to allow the Praise Team to safely pre-record performances that can 
then be inserted into our Sunday live-stream services to follow 
safety protocols.  When we can utilize our Church again, we will 
have some technology benefits that we will all be able to enjoy; for 
example, improved sound for children productions and more.  Clint 
is surrounded by a great team that help him and that includes sever-
al students from Cornell: Zach Collins playing drums, Emily 
Martyka on piano and vocals, and Chase Sonnemaker helping with 
soundboard.  We also have Jessie Schweibert and Michael 
Briesmeister helping with video recordings.  
 
Clint has provided a short bio so you can get to know him better. 
Shortly after we moved to Mount Vernon in the summer of 2007, we did some local 
“church shopping” and fell in love with the UMC family - becoming members within a 
year. Since then, this church has given me opportunities to grow immensely in my faith 
journey (our wonderful life group being the latest such opportunity) as well as offer 
different ways to explore giving back: holding seats on various committees, getting in-
volved through fundraisers, being the Charter Organization Representative for Cub 
Scouts & Boy Scouts, teaching Sunday School, and contributing to the music during 
our worship services. 
 
One special ministry this church brought into my life is PTO (Praise Team Outreach). 
PTO takes the music and message you hear during our praise services outside the 
church walls to those hungry for Christ. Through PTO, I have worshipped with those 
in prison, those in poverty, those battling addictions, those on their deathbed, those in 
mourning, and most recently those viewing our online videos from our recording ses-
sions during the pandemic. 
 
Instruments I play: bass guitar, electric/acoustic guitar, piano, and a mean foot tam-
bourine.             — Jeff Schmatt, SPRC Chair  
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January Birthdays  

 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

Wednesday 9:30 am Zoom meeting 

January 6th  Introduction 

January 13 Lesson #1 

“The book of Acts is the extraordinary story of the Church—

its birth, struggles, and growth. The flaming arrival of the Holy 

Spirit set the hearts of God’s people on fire to spread Jesus’ 

message across continents and cultures, bringing a new and 

unexpected unity to the body of Christ. 

Empowered: The Amazing Church of Jesus Christ is a new 

12-week Bible study through the book of Acts. Featuring 

unique video lessons from the homes of our teaching team of 

Pat Harley, Jennifer McClish, Kellye Rickman, Robin Rose-

brough, Fay Runnion, and Rachel Yastro. Discover what it 

means to be a part of God’s story of the Church, empowered 

by the Spirit to carry hope and life to the ends of the earth.”  

* It is not too late to join!  

If you are interested call or text Cathy Stoner #319-551-6666 

Clint Stanerson 01/01 

Tessa Baty 01/02 

Myrt Bowers 01/02 

Julie Nosek 01/03 

Gavin Light 01/04 

Paige Roos 01/04 

Lauren Adams 01/05 

Landry Sage 01/05 

Kerry Kahl 01/07 

Pastor Terra Amundson 01/07 

Janet Griffith 01/08 

Ed Fordyce 01/12 

Barb Shepley 01/13 

Karlyn Connolly 01/15 

Lara Cooper 01/16 

Camden Meyer 01/19 

Angie Swartzendruber 01/19 

Bill Bacher 01/20 

Benjamin Havill 01/20 

Terry Pisarik 01/20 

Teresa Stewart 01/20 

Shellie Kamaus 01/21 

Harrison Voigt 01/22 

Judy Stine 01/23 

Breanna Niec 01/25 

Hagen Waters 01/25 

Alexander Davis 01/26 

Fred Lehman 01/26 

Lily Booth 01/27 

Maddison Hotz 01/28 

Gentry Barber 01/29 

Lori Merlak 01/29 

Emily Stamp 01/29 

Kolsie Bixler 01/31 

Randy Harman 01/31 

January Birthday  

A Big Birthday 

CHEER to  

Pastor Terra              

Amundson!  

Happy Birthday on 

January 7th!  
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 Prayers for Healing: 
 Continued prayers for Sherryl Osborn as she recovers from Covid-19 
 For Cora Collins who has recently been diagnosed with liver cancer, (a beloved friend of several in our congre-

gation) 
 For Pat Sorgenfrey as she continues to struggle with health issues.Prayers for her continued good spirits in the 

midst of discomfort and that she can find some relief 
 For all who are currently infected with the COVID-19 virus and their family members 
 For all our friends and family members who are fighting the battle against cancer 
Prayers for Comfort and Strength:  
 For Judy and Don Stine, as Judy has entered into Hospice Care. We pray for this time they have together, that 

they may feel the love and support from their church family and all who love them. And most of all, the comfort 
and strength they need each day, as God walks beside them during this difficult time 

 For the friends and family of Dan Vail (Julie Baty's cousin) as they mourn his death, as well as the death of 
Dan's daughter, Raven. Dan's leaves behind his parents, Jim and Linda and his sister Crystal.  

 For the family and friends of Ruth Reckling who passed away December 21st. Ruth was a beloved long time 
member of our congregation and had celebrated her 96th birthday in September 

 For the family and friends of Gary Clark (brother to Denise Havill and Myrt Bowers) who passed away on De-
cember 17th  

 For the family and friends of Erin Scott (Ruth Miller's niece) who died suddenly following a common surgical 
procedure. Her immediate family includes husband, Paul, and teenage sons, Nate and Connor  

 For the family and friends of Ron Frantz (especially Stephanie) who passed away November 29th, due 
to alzheimer's and Covid-19   

 For anyone who is working in the healthcare field or another "frontline" occupation during this pandemic and 
unprecedented time. Prayers for their safety, strength and comfort  

 For those who are feeling lonely or isolated due to recent changes in how we live day to day. Prayers that they 
will reach out to others, that God will comfort them, and we will all make extra efforts to serve as the hands and 
feet of Jesus 

 For those worrying and anxious about health issues 
 For all who are struggling: emotionally and spiritually 
 For individuals and families who are under financial stress 
 For those suffering silently with anxiety and depression 
 For this church, this building, these people, and ways to love on and stay connected with one another even if 

we are not in worship services together 
 For all not mentioned by name who are mourning the loss of a family member or friend 
Prayers for Transition:   
 For school administrators, school board members, teachers and students as school resumes after winter break 
 For the leaders of our church here at UMCMV to know how to lead us and what to do in these unusual times 
 For the United Methodist Church: including the global church, the Iowa Conference and our Mount Vernon con-

gregation  
Prayers for Sustenance: 
 For the children in Sibiu, Romania being served at The Super Kids Day Center and the staff who are minister-

ing to them.  Specifically, prayers for Pastor Cristi and Ligia 
 UMCMV Stephen Ministers and Care Ministers 
 Mission of Hope 
 Women at the Well United Methodist Church 
Prayers for our Nation and our World:  
 May we evidence Christian love for one another 
 For justice and peace for people of color in our country. May the Holy Spirit move throughout our churches and 

individuals to help us be part of the solution to the current unrest and racism. Lord hear our prayers, and guide 
this country and your world to act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with you 

 For all people and countries of this world who have been and continue to be effected physically by the COVID-
19 virus 

 For all people across the globe who are concerned about financial implications of pandemic 
 For national and state leaders to deal with the COVID-19 virus effectively 
 Pray for love among all people  
 Prayers for peace for people everywhere - peace worldwide 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Joy: 
 Joy in the beauty of the wintry scenery we have been gifted recently 
 Trenton Baty and Grace Pettinger are engaged to be married! We share in their joy during this exciting time 
 Thankfulness for a delightful online Christmas Eve service that touched the hearts of those watching 
 Jan White is now home and continuing to recover from Covid-19. We are all so thankful that Jan is on the mend 
 What a joy to announce that Diane and Tim Legore are new proud grandparents of a baby boy born to Ben and 

Kelsey LeGore. He has been named Simon Alexander Legore—born on December 9th. Congratulations to all! 
 Thankfulness for online methods of staying connected during this time of social distancing 
 Gratefulness for the love and kindness shown to one another in times of crisis 
 Gratitude for our many blessings 

PRAYER LIST 
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United Methodist Church of Mount Vernon                 

304 First Street SW                                      

Mount Vernon, IA  52314                 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED                                                                             

United Methodist Church  
of Mount Vernon Staff 

 
Senior Pastor  . . .  . . . . . .      Pastor Terra Amundson 
Director of Youth       
Praise Team Director–……………..Clint Stanerson 
Christian Education Director….  
Sunday School Coordinator             Brittany Booth 
Congregational Care Coordinator Julie Baty 
Office Manager/Newsletter  . . . . . .Alison Dix  
Admin. Asst./ Membership………   
Nursery Care. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Melissa Oxley 
Director, Adult Handbell Choir .   ..Kristi Keast  
Organist                                           Karen Stoll  
Chancel Choir Director   Joleen Woods  
Custodian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Night Shift 
Maintenance & Repair Director . . . Trustees 
Wedding Coordinator……………..Barb Shepley 
Financial Secretaries  . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Jacob,  
                              & Jackie Morrical 
Treasurers . . . . . . ……………….   Mike Kragenbrink 
       Alison Dix 

 

 

 

 

Happy 

New 

Year!  

 


