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The Circuit Rider 
 United Methodist Church of  Mount Vernon 

304 1st Street SW, Mount Vernon, IA 52314      

Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.     

Telephone:  319.895.6286  
www.umcmv.com    email: alisondix@umcmv.com 

JULY 2019 

Pastor’s Letter  
Dear Friends, 

The Declaration of Independence states, “ We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit 
of Happiness.” 

This Month we have the opportunity to celebrate this Independence, this recognition that the country we live in and 
serve in recognized at it’s founding that the Creator offered certain rights to each person. The Country formed a con-
stitution that would help to uphold these rights. The rights listed are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. We 
have the right to live our lives freely with our own moral code, without forcing by life or death, we have the right to 
use our own understanding and reason to make decisions. God offered us this very same free will, and the USA was 
founded on the idea that no one person should be forced into thinking just as everyone else does. It’s a beautiful gift, 
and a challenging gift to uphold. We were also gifted the pursuit of Happiness. No one guarantees happiness, but the 
ability to work toward it, to find it in the way you or I believe is right. This was at the founding of our Country. As 
you enter this month, and attend 4th of July parades, barbecues, fireworks shows, and as you decorate your homes or 
yourselves in red, white, and blue, I invite you to remember these principals that the country was founded on. I also 
invite you to remember our and our veterans who did and who continue to fight for this freedom. It includes the free-
dom of religion, the freedom to worship as one deems appropriate and life-giving. It offers the freedom to speak on 
the streets, or be silent. We are a blessed people. But, we too have struggles before us that we continue to work out 
in order to seek these freedoms. I will be spending the 4th in Michigan with Weston and his family. Jim Baty will be 
preaching on July 7th, so that I can be in Michigan for the weekend, spending time with family as they are available. 
I hope you will come and worship with Jim if you are in town. If not, I hope you will find a place to worship. Thank 
you for your grace in allowing me to use my vacation time to visit family and friends on important holidays such as 
these. 

Friends, this Month is a very busy month in the life of our church, and I hope that you will come around when you 
are able to join in the fun. We will be serving food at our Heritage Days food booth on July 13th! The community 
gathering together to serve is an important part of who we are as a church here in Mount Vernon. 

Pastor Cristian (Cristi) Istrate will be visiting on July 14th and preaching for us. You will be blessed as you hear the 
stories of the faithfulness of this young pastor, and founder of Super Kids Academy in Sibiu, Romania. This will be 
a great opportunity for those of you who have questions about Super Kids Academy and our Mission partnership in 
Romania. Pastor Cristian will be joining us for breakfast that morning as well. I hope you will come and hear him 
speak. 

That very evening, VBS will begin. There have been some questions around this years’ curriculum, but please be 
affirmed, that updates were made by the company, and all questionable material has been sifted and sorted through 
to bring the most Christ-Centered messages possible to share with your children. We are so blessed by this oppor-
tunity to raise children with the hope of Jesus Christ, and VBS is a key part of that in our life in the church. 

Friends, it is a busy time of year, lots going on in many places, but we love to see your faces! We hope and pray that 
you will continue to come and worship and serve alongside of us when you are not traveling here or there. 

Bless you, Joy 
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Annual Conference Report for 2019 

By Truman Jordan 
 

Representatives from all the Methodist churches in Iowa gathered at the Civic Center in Des 
Moines June 7-11 for the 2019 Iowa Annual Conference. The theme of the conference was 
“Creating Difference Makers in Ministry With the Poor.” The Mount Vernon church was                 
represented by Pastor Joy, Weston Mitchell, and me. 

 

Since the Traditional Plan was adopted by the 2019 Special General Conference in St. Louis in 
February, many UMC groups within the United States have reacted in strong opposition to the 
imposition of severe penalties on gay ministers and clergy that unite gay couples in marriage. 
The opposition began at the conference itself where Rev. Adam Hamilton gave a speech 
claiming that 70% of UMC members in the US opposed the Traditional Plan. He then orga-
nized a #UMCNext conference which our own Jim Baty attended. But before that conference 
occurred, our Church Council, on May 9th, adopted a disavowal of the Traditional Plan. Jim 
Baty has reported on both these events in the June Circuit Rider. 

 

Because of all this turmoil within the UMC, I was very curious to see how the Iowa Annual 
Conference would respond. One of our duties would be to elect delegates to the next General 
Conference in May of 2020 in Minneapolis. Electing delegates usually takes a long time, and 
the conference was scheduled to go a day longer than usual in anticipation that the process 
would be slow. I must confess that I had no idea what would happen. Imagine my surprise 
when on the first ballot 11 out of 12 lay delegates and 8 of of 12 clergy delegates were elected. 
I was aware that a group called IAM United in Love was working to elect a slate of delegates 
that was opposed to the Traditional Plan. I did not know they would be so successful. When 
the voting was done on Monday, the Iowa Annual Conference had elected 12 lay and 12 clergy 
delegates who have all publicly announced their opposition to the Traditional Plan. Jim Baty 
was one of those delegates. Six lay and six clergy will be voting delegates and the other six in 
each group will be alternates. All 24 delegates will be participants in all discussions. 

 

All 24 of those will also be full voting delegates at the North Central Jurisdictional Conference 
next year. (There are 5 jurisdictions in the United States.) The main function of this conference 
is to elect bishops who will serve in the North Central Jurisdiction. The next step was for us to 
elect alternate delegates for the jurisdictional conference – 6 laity and 6 clergy. When that was 
done, we had elected 36 delegates and 35 of those had publicly stated their opposition to the 
Traditional Plan. Since our Iowa Annual Conference, I have heard reports from many, many 
other annual conferences with results very similar to ours. I now believe Adam Hamilton knew 
what he was talking about. It does seem that 70% of UMC members in the US oppose the Tra-
ditional Plan. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3)  
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT 2019 continued…. 

All that voting really took only a small fraction of our time. We had several worship services 
led by our Bishop Laurie Haller, our own District Superintendent Kiboko Kiboko, and others. 
We celebrated retiring clergy, we celebrated the ordination of new clergy, and we remembered 
those who had passed away since the last annual conference. We had workshops – I attended 
one on mental health care in Iowa – we still have a long way to go to attain good treatment. 

And we talked about budgets; we always talk about budgets! The conference budget for 2020 
is $13.1 million. This represents an 8.1% decrease over the 2019 budget. How will the confer-
ence handle an 8.1% reduction? Cut staff. The 8 district offices will be reduced to 4, and each 
office will serve two districts. (Fortunately for us, the CR district office will remain with the 
ever helpful Ann Zeal staffing it.) Cut camps. The camp budget is cut by 10%, and the Pic-
tured Rocks camp will be sold for $1.5 million. The conference will then own only two camps: 
Okoboji and Wesley Woods. Cut ministry to colleges and universities. That item drops by 
$345,000 – a 63% cut! Cut global ministries by 19%. There are going to be a lot of faithful 
workers making do with a lot less. 

Finally, one of the last actions of the conference was the passage of item #506 – Disapproval 
of the Traditional Plan by a vote of 595 for and 280 against. A 68% majority; close to Adam 
Hamilton’s 70% claim. #506 is very similar to the motion adopted by our Church Council in 
May. It was good to see the Iowa Annual Conference joining what appears to be a strong na-
tional effort to set aside judgment and prosecution and begin focusing fully on loving God and 
loving our neighbors. 

JULIAN JOHNSTON SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED 
 

Five members of the Mt. Vernon United Methodist Church who are all attending liberal arts colleges have 
been awarded Julian Johnston Scholarships of $500 each for the 2019-20 academic year.  The awards will 
be presented at the July 21 morning worship service at the church. 
  
John and Charlie Engelbrecht, sons of Jim and Jackie Engelbrecht, are students at Cornell College entering 
their senior years.  John is majoring in Business and Exercise Science. With an interest in physical fitness he 
is considering operating a business in health services.  Brother Charlie is majoring in Kinesiology with a mi-
nor in Business and also is considering a career as a health professional. 
  
Mitchell Kragenbrink, son of Mike and Suzette Kragenbrink, will be entering his senior year at Augustana Col-
lege, Rock Island, IL.  He is majoring in Engineering Physics with plans of becoming a mechanical engineer. 
  
Joe Timm is the son of Ed and Stephanie Timm entering his senior year at Central College in Pella, Io-
wa.  Joe is majoring in social studies with a minor in religion.   He is considering the Peace Corps after grad-
uation and then perhaps youth ministry. 
  
Trenton Baty, son of Jim and Julie Baty, will be a junior this Fall at Hope College in Holland, Michigan major-
ing in Business and Psychology. 
  
The scholarship was established by Julian E. Johnston, a well-known Mount Vernon businessman.  Mr. 
Johnston was very appreciative of the financial support he received as a Cornell College student during the 
1930’s from the local Methodist Church and set up this scholarship to help others.  This is the 22 nd year of 
offering this scholarship. 
 

Cot Graber, Chair, Julian E. Johnston Scholarship Fund, United Methodist Church of Mount Vernon     
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To the Blanket Ministry of Mount Vernon United                  
Methodist Church, on behalf of the Church of                       
Northland / CR I would like to thank you for your gift of 
four blankets to our congregation. We will use them as 
we serve homeless families connect with Family Promise. 
We will be hosting 1 to 3 families for a week in July. Your 
gift will be used repeatedly as we host families on a              
rotating basis with other churches.  

 

Again thank you for handmade gift. God’s Blessings, The Church on Northland & Carla 
McMillan  

 

Sunday               

Worship  

Schedule:  

 

8:30 am Praise              

Worship  

9:30 am  Breakfast in  

Fellowship Hall 

10:15 am             

Traditional                  

Worship  

Sunday Worship Schedule 

(Thru August 4)  

Sunday July 7  - Guest Message– Jim Baty   

 

Sunday July 14  - Pastor Cristi from Romania 

Visits & Communion Sunday  

 

Sunday July 21– Camp (Summer Games Uni-

versity) Recap by campers 

 

Sunday July 28 Faithfulness Finale–                        

Faithfulness In Blessing 

 

Sunday August 4—Mission Trip Stories from 

our Mission Trip Team  & Communion Sunday  
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Prayers for Healing: 
 Rae (Jan White's daughter who lives in Raleigh, NC) as she recovers 

from a serious motorcycle accident.  She is currently in the hospital 
dealing with numerous injuries. Prayers for Jan and safe travels for her as she goes to be with Rae this week. 

 Sharon (Barb Shepley's sister) as she receives treatment for lung cancer and for Barb as she supports her sis-
ter and niece 

 Lisa Davis's dad, Harold Clark as he recovers from knee replacement 
 Emily Smith, as she continues recovery from surgery and prepares for post surgery chemotherapy/radiation 
 Pat Sorgenfrey, for improved health, (including test results and answers regarding shortness of breath) 
 Jeanne Snodgress as she deals with heart health issues & undergoes testing 
 Tiffany Snodgress and her family (husband-Chauncey, daughter-Celia), as she continues to deal with complica-

tions from Lupus. Prayers for extended family members too, as they support this young family. 
 Judith Pim for quick and thorough healing for her broken upper arm bone.  
 Donna Walters - Prayers for continued healing and recovery 
 For Michele (friend of Kim Guardado) (dealing with a liver and lung cancer diagnosis) and also a friend who is 

recovering from a heart attack (prayers for life changes that need to be made).  
 Marty (Fred and Marion Lehman's son-in-law), is now home.  Continued prayers to support the family and for 

health and strength for Marty   
Prayers for Comfort and Strength:  
 For Diane Legore and family as her mother enters hospice care 
 For the family and friends of Ken Hunter (Kraig Hunter's Dad) as they continue to mourn the loss of Ken in 

their lives  
 For family and friends dealing with mental illness 
 For persons trying to manage depression 
 For people who are dealing with self doubt and worry 
 For all not mentioned by name who are mourning the loss of a family member or friend       
Prayers for Safety and God's Guidance: 
 Safety and travel mercies as families begin to take summer trips and vacations. 
 May God guide conference leaders, clergy and laity in the Iowa Annual Conference and here at UMCMV as 

the future is discerned.   
Prayers for Transition:   
 For those in the midst of changing seasons of life.  
 For college graduates as they enter the work force and transition to life beyond college 
 For High School graduates as they take steps towards their next phase in life 
Prayers for Sustenance: 
 Please pray for lots of children to attend Vacation Bible School and volunteers to lead and guide them 
 For the children in Sibiu, Romania being served at The Super Kids Day Center and the staff who are minister-

ing to them.  Prayers for Pastor Cristi & Ligia.  
 Agape Ministry in Cedar Rapids (leader Abraham Boniface)  
 UMCMV pastor, staff, lay leader, and committee members 
 UMCMV Life Group ministry 
 UMCMV Stephen Ministers and Care Ministers 
 Mission of Hope in Cedar Rapids, volunteers and attendees 
 Women at the Well United Methodist Church, Pastor Lee Schott, and the women of Iowa Correctional Insti-

tute for Women  
Prayers for our World:  
 For all the marginalized members of the LGBTQIA community.  For all of the transgender POC who are assault-

ed and killed for being authentically true to themselves 
 Praying for all humanity to reach out to each other in love, fellowship and peace. 
 Prayers for peace and truth among all people of the world  
 Prayers for unconditional love; loving one another amongst disagreements 
 The United Methodist Church  
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Joy:  
 Jack Mitchell's (Weston and Joy's nephew) surgery went very well and the tumor was benign.  What a joy!!!   
 Thanks for all the volunteers making preparations for VBS come together! 

PRAYER LIST 
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ROAR  

VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL 2019 

July 14 -18 

Day 1— Mack says...When life is unfair...God is good!  

Day 2—Hooper says...When life is 

scary...God is good!  

Day 3—Marge says… When life 

changes… God is good!  

Day 4—Zion 

says...When life is 

sad… God is good!  

Day 5—Savanna says… 

When life is good… God 

is good!  

Sign up online today!  

https://vbspro.events/p/events/c9e077 

Printable form also available at https://www.umcmv.com/familyministry-blog/vacation-bible-school-2019/  

https://vbspro.events/p/events/c9e077
https://vbspro.events/p/events/c9e077
https://www.umcmv.com/familyministry-blog/vacation-bible-school-2019/
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Current Online @ https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73972454 

JULY 2019 United Methodist Church of Mount Vernon Calendar 

We all want our lives to matter. God made each one of us with unique talents and 
personalities. We get the most joy and make the biggest difference when we use 
our God given talents to build our church. Please make sure to sign up for upcom-
ing events .  ** Vacation Bible school count down has begun! Soon we will be 
dancing, singing and playing games with ROAR! Please check with Dee Pata for 
last minute needs if you are able to help out. 319.651.0132 We can’t do it with 
out you!!  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 
8:30 AM Praise Worship, Sanctu-
ary 
9:30 AM Summer Breakfast, Fel-
lowship Hall 
10:15 AM Traditional Worship, 
Summer Start Time 
11:00 AM VBS Meeting, Art Class-
room 

1 2 3 
6:30 PM Youth 
Group- Trivia Night, 
Fellowship Hall 

4 
Independence Day- 
Offices Closed 

5 

Offices Closed 

6 
8:00 PM AA Meeting 
Fellowship Hall 

7 
Jim Baty Guest Message 
8:30 AM Praise Worship, Sanctuary 
9:30 AM Summer Breakfast, Fel-
lowship Hall 
10:15 AM Traditional Worship, 
Summer Start Time 

8 
Summer Games for 
Confirmation Stu-
dents 

9 
Summer Games for 
Confirmation Stu-
dents 

10 
Summer Games for 
Confirmation Stu-
dents 
6:00 PM Youth 
Group - Boot Camp 
@ Community Bible 
Church 

11 
Summer Games for 
Confirmation Stu-
dents 

12 
Prep for Heritage 
Days, Kitchen 
Summer Games for 
Confirmation Stu-
dents 

13 
8:30 AM Heritage 
Days Food Booth 
8:00 PM AA Meeting 
Fellowship Hall 

14 
Communion Sunday 
Pastor Cristi visiting 
8:30 AM Praise Worship, Sanctuary 
9:30 AM Summer Breakfast, Fel-
lowship Hall 
10:15 AM Traditional Worship, 
Summer Start Time 
6:00 PM Vacation Bible School, All 
Areas of the Church 

15 
6:00 PM Vacation 
Bible School, All 
Areas of the Church 
6:30 PM All Com-
mittee meetings- 
Fellowship Hall 

16 
6:00 PM Vacation 
Bible School, All 
Areas of the Church 

17 
6:00 PM Vacation 
Bible School, All 
Areas of the Church 

18 
6:00 PM Vacation 
Bible School, All 
Areas of the Church 

19 20 
9:00 AM Private 
Event, Fellowship 
Hall 
8:00 PM AA Meeting 
Fellowship Hall 

21 
JJ Scholarship Presentation 
Youth Mission Trip - Milwaukee 
8:30 AM Praise Worship, Sanctuary 
9:30 AM Summer Breakfast, Fel-
lowship Hall 
10:15 AM Traditional Worship, 
Summer Start Time 

22 
Youth Mission Trip - 
Milwaukee 
7:00 PM Finance 
Meeting - Chapel 
Room 
7:00 PM Prayer 
Shawl Balcony Class-
room 

23 
Youth Mission Trip - 
Milwaukee 

24 
Youth Mission Trip - 
Milwaukee 

25 
Youth Mission Trip - 
Milwaukee 

26 
Youth Mission Trip - 
Milwaukee 

27 
Youth Mission Trip - 
Milwaukee 
8:00 PM AA Meeting 
Fellowship Hall 

28 
Mission Trip Sunday 
8:30 AM Praise Worship, Sanctuary 
9:30 AM Summer Breakfast, Fel-
lowship Hall 
10:15 AM Traditional Worship, 
Summer Start Time 

29 30 31 
6:30 PM Youth 
Group -BBQ and 
Field Games @ Davis 
Park 
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 July Birthdays  

 

 

July Anniversaries 

Melissa & Kerry Kahl 07/01 

Jason & Brittany Booth 07/02 

Ben & Mackenzie Kraus   

Tim & Diane Legore 07/14 

Tyler & Taya Roos   

Dan & Cathy Stoner   

Abe Tubbs & Nicole Claussen 07/20 

Brian & Teresa Bothell 07/24 

Scott & Jessica Johanningmeier 07/26 

Marty Clair St & Cindy Strong   

Kyle & Jena Jaspers 07/28 

Dorothy Rilett 07/01 

Jacob Stewart   

Jim Wallace 07/02 

Addison Ault 07/03 

Graham Bradbury   

Nicole Claussen   

Matt Stewart   

Jody Stewart 07/05 

Richard Jacob 07/06 

Matt Traynor   

Andrea Hallier 07/08 

Cathy Stoner 07/09 

Florence Reinken 07/11 

Amy Anderson 07/12 

Chad Conrad 07/14 

Marilyn Schnittjer 07/15 

Danielle Smith   

Mackenzie Voigt 07/16 

Lohgan Anderson 07/19 

Cot Graber   

Randy Cooper 07/22 

Luke Rushford   

Seth Rushford   

Marj Whitley   

Kay Graber 07/23 

Preston Johnson 07/24 

Jay Currie 07/29 

Wrenlie Bixler 07/31 

Jeff Walters   
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Circuit Rider Deadline for August 2019 will be July 29, 2019—please 

email any information you want included to:  alisondix@umcmv.com  - Thanks! 

DID YOU KNOW?.... 

In 1847, a new leader, with a familiar name to us even now, appeared on the scene. Elder Rev. 
George Bowman (of Bowman Hall on the Cornell campus) was appointed to the Mount 
Vernon circuit. 

In 1850, he had the idea of joining all the small congregations in the Linn Grove Circuit Rider 
district, including what is now Mount Vernon, into one Methodist congregation. According to 
the Centennial History of Mount Vernon, one day he resigned his “eldership” to become the 
pastor of the Linn Grove Circuit and was seen hauling a load of brick from the brickyard. 
When asked what he was doing, he replied, “I’m building a church.” 

He had quietly been collecting money from friends throughout the East, and soon a building 
40 by 50 feet, without a spire, was erected and dedicated, free of debt. 

The church had two front doors, one for the women and one for the men; there were two aisles 
and four sections of seats. 

Other Methodists gave fervently for the furnishings, sacrificing portions of their receipts from 
the sale of their crops. Conrad Kepler (another known name: Kepler State Park) paid the $150 
for all the pine lumber needed for the church. 

This brick church was on the site of the current Main Street Community Center (former MV 
High School). Behind the church was the cemetery (the football field). The church immediate-
ly experienced a great revival. 

By 1860, the building was too small for its growing congregation. The congregation sold the 
church to the school board who used it as a high school for many years. They purchased two 
lots three blocks west of the original brick church and built a new brick church.  (Next month: 
“The New England Meeting House”) 

 
---Kay Graber, MVUMC Historian 

 

The Church office will be closed on Thursday July 4 and Friday 

July 5 for the Holiday of Independence Day– Thanks so much 

for your support!  
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Scrip Update  

Thanks to all those who have participat-
ed in the Scrip Program! So far in 2019 
we have raised over $951 for the general 
operating expenses of the church! 
Please put your order form/check in the 
collection plate or drop them off in the 
church office.  

Happy Eighth 
Anniversary 
Scrip! 

 

What Is Scrip? 

Scrip is a term that means “substitute money”. When you pur-
chase scrip, you’re purchasing negotiable gift certificates and pre-
paid cards that are used just like cash. You can use scrip to pur-
chase everyday expenses like food, clothing, and other essentials, 
and with every purchase, you earn revenue for our organization. 

How scrip generates revenue for you 

The Great Lakes Scrip Center acts on behalf of churches, schools 
and other non-profit organizations to purchase large amounts of 
scrip from grocery stores, department stores, and other retailers. 
Because the scrip is purchased with cash up front, the participat-
ing retailers offer a substantial discount. Our church buys the scrip 
from Great Lakes Scrip Center at a discount (and also from local 
participating businesses), and re-sells the certificates to families 
like yours for full face value. The discount - from two to fifteen 
percent or more – is our organization’s revenue. 

Scrip is "shopping cart fundraising” 

Scrip is a popular fundraiser because families don’t have to 
sell anything. Organization members produce revenue by 
making regular household purchases they would make any-
way. Groceries, clothing, toys, gifts, even gasoline can be 
purchased with scrip. 

Find Out More 

The order form to the right is a sample of retailers that participate 
in the Scrip program. There is a complete list of all retailers (over 
500) in the church office. Please feel free to write in other partici-
pating retailers not on the form. Return completed orders to the 
envelope, church office, or drop them in the collection plate. 
Checks should be made out to UMC of MV-Scrip. Orders will be 
placed on the 1st and 15th of each month. Gift Cards should be 
received in the church office 5-7 days from the order date. Those 
who order will be notified when the Gift Cards are received. 

Informational Meeting? 

If you are interested in attending an informational meeting regard-
ing the scrip program, please let me know a day/time that works 
for you! Just give me a call or send an email! 

Jackie Morrical , Scrip Coordinator 

895-6135 morrical@mchsi.com 

Thanks for your order!

Name

Check 

#

Order 

Date

QTY Total

$

$

$

$

$

$

Blooming Acres $10/$25/$50/$100 $

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

Ace Hardw are  $25

Kohl's $25/$100

Amazon.com $25/$100

Product

Arby's $10

Barnes & Noble $10/$25/$100

Applebee's $25

Bath & Body Works $10/$25

Dick's Sporting Goods $25/$100

BP Gas Stations  $50/$250

Buffalo Wild Wings $10/$25

Dairy Queen $5

Casey's General Store $10/$25/$50

Gary's   $25/$50/$100/$200

Home Depot $25

Lands' End $25

Menards  $25/$100

Gw en's $25/$50/$100

 Leave your order/check in the collection plate 

or the church office.  Checks can be made out 

to UMC MV Scrip.                                                                                                                                

Old Navy $25

iTunes $15/$25

Starbuck's $10/$25

Subw ay $10/$50

Pizza Hut $10

Staples $25

Rubicon Photo $50

Panera Bread $10/$25

Kmart $25

Papa Murphy's $10

Rubicon Photo $50

Walmart/Sam's Club  $25/$100/$250

Orders due the 1st and 15th of each month.

Target GiftCard  $10/$25/$100
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July Giving Schedule 

July 14– Super Kids Day Center—Romania Support 

July 28– Blanket Ministry Fund  

Did you know…. United Methodist Church  has a                         Did you know…. United Methodist Church  has a                         
Discipleship Pathway. Discipleship Pathway.   

Our pathway provides opportunities, direction  and resources to help Our pathway provides opportunities, direction  and resources to help 
anyone discover and grow in faith according to our calling  to make                           anyone discover and grow in faith according to our calling  to make                           
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.    

Have questions?  One of the team would be honored to support you Have questions?  One of the team would be honored to support you 
——  Pastor Joy, Julie Baty, Nancy Reasland, Ray Reasland, Ruth Miller Pastor Joy, Julie Baty, Nancy Reasland, Ray Reasland, Ruth Miller 
and Jim Baty. and Jim Baty.  

TRUSTEE’S CORNER 

Summer is here and the Air Conditioners will be on please watch for doors that 
need to be closed and if windows are opened please make sure they are closed when 
you leave the facility. 

We are also asking for everyone to be responsible and turn off lights as you leave 
the facility. Also please dispose of unwanted items properly not just put them in a 
closet or other rooms. Please assist in picking up the sanctuary after services, bulle-
tins, coffee cups, etc. We need your help with keeping our church home picked up. 

Thank you. 

If you have any questions please ask anyone on the board. — Chair Jeff Walter,             
Co-Chair Kevin Woods, Jody Stewart, Brock Barber, Mundo Guardado                         
and Susan Pisarik. 

HERITAGE DAYS FOOD BOOTH SIGN UP 
 

We are gearing up for the Mount Vernon Heritage Days Festival and our 
lunch booth out front of the church. Rik Smith and Jay Currie will be 

leading this effort once again and we would appreciate your support in 
signing up to donate and /or volunteer!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f44afa72aa31-heritage1  

SIGN UP TODAY! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f44afa72aa31-heritage1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f44afa72aa31-heritage1
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Administrative Assistant Position  

 

Christian Education Director  

The United Methodist Church of Mount Vernon has an opening for a Chris-
tian Education Director, 15 hours/week. They will need to work well with 
other adults and children, as they inspire and raise up volunteers for minis-
try. This person will choose Sunday School Curriculum, inspire and raise up 
teachers and shepherds. Working with volunteers to organize and Imple-
ment Sunday School Classes, the Christmas Pageant and Vacation Bible 
School are key duties. Please send your resume and cover letter no later 
than July 12, 2019 to Pastor Joy Mitchell at pastorjoymitchell@umcmv.com. 

The United Methodist Church of Mount Vernon has an opening for a church 
Administrative Assistant. Position will have scheduled hours, Monday through 
Friday, 20 hours per week working with office administration and member-
ship. Responsibilities include administrative support for our pastor, church 
staff and various church committees including answering phones, greeting vis-
itors and various computer work. Requirements include past administrative 
and computer experience and strong communication skills. To apply, please e-
mail resume to Pastor Joy Mitchell at pastorjoymitchell@umcmv.com no later 
than July 12, 2019. 

JOB POSTINGS 

mailto:pastorjoymitchell@umcmv.com
mailto:pastorjoymitchell@umcmv.com
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Check out the Schedule ONLINE and let Alison know if there is a 
time you would like to cover or need changes. Your reminders will 
be coming from Sign Up Genius the Friday before you are sched-
uled. Thanks!! (Please check out this link or call the church office)  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f44afa72aa31-2019  

 JULY 2019 Worship Assistants  

ROOTED ROOTED   

Mission Trip Mission Trip   

  

Please pray for our mission Please pray for our mission 

team headed out July 21 through July 27! team headed out July 21 through July 27!  

EXCITING NEWS FLASH!  
 

Pastor Cristi will be preaching at both services on July 14th!  

 

Pastor Cristian Istrate of Sibiu, Romania will be coming for a very brief 

visit July 13-14! He will preach in our church at both services the 14th. 

Don't miss this opportunity to meet this charismatic Methodist minister 

who founded the SuperKids Academy in Sibiu, Romania!   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f44afa72aa31-2019
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f44afa72aa31-2019
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United Methodist Church of Mount Vernon                 

304 First Street SW                                      

Mount Vernon, IA  52314                 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED                                                                             

United Methodist Church  
of Mount Vernon  

Staff 
 

Senior Pastor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joy Mitchell 
Director of Youth and Worship…   Dillon Fawcett 
Christian Education Director…. Dee Pata 
Sunday School Coordinator Brittany Booth 
Congregational Care Coordinator Julie Baty 
Office Manager/Newsletter  . . . . . .Alison Dix  
Admin. Asst./ Membership………   
Nursery Care. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Melissa Oxley 
Praise Team Director   
Director, Adult Handbell Choir .   ..Kristi Keast  
Organist                                           Karen Stoll  
Chancel Choir Director   Joleen Woods  
Custodian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rosa Moss 
Maintenance & Repair Director . . . Trustees 
Wedding Coordinator……………..Barb Shepley 
Financial Secretaries  . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Jacob,  
                              & Jackie Morrical 
Treasurers . . . . . . ……………….   Mike Kragenbrink 
       Alison Dix 

 

Heritage Days  

Food Booth 

Saturday July 13, 2019 

Join in the fun!  

Come get good food, great 

fellowship!  

11 am to 3 pm  


