
  

 The Circuit Rider 

 United Methodist Church of  Mount Vernon 
   304 1st Street SW, Mount Vernon, IA 52314      

   Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.       

www.umcmv.com    email: umcmv@mchsi.com 

 

WORSHIP              
SCHEDULE  

 
8:30 am Praise            

Worship 
    

9:30 am Fellowship Time                
Common Ground  

 

10:15 am Traditional               
Worship  

Pastor’s Letter  
Greetings! 

 

In July, I had the opportunity to participate in two wonderful events at our church. 

The first was our Heritage Days food booth (shout out to Rik Smith and Jay Currie). 

Our engagement with our community was simply awesome. The second was        

Vacation Bible School (shout out to Angie Watson). Sharing the love of God with 

so many children was a joy. Both events required the shared talents and sacrifices of 

many volunteers. In addition to other events, they were evidence of God working 

through individuals to spread peace, love, and harmony. Through faithfulness and 

simple acts of kindness, we positively impacted our community. 

 

In his book We Make the Road By Walking, author Brian McLaren includes a           

chapter entitled The Spirit Conspiracy. He describes circles of influence in our lives, 

“There are circles of people that the Spirit of God wants to touch and bless, and you 

are the person through whom the Spirit wants to work. Your mission, should you 

choose to accept it, is to conspire with the Spirit to bring blessing to others”. 

McLaren’s circles include our family, workplace, community of faith, neighbor-

hood, the vulnerable, perceived critics and opponents, and the environment. The 

author encourages, “conspiring with others behind the scenes to plot goodness and 

foment kindness wherever you may be”. Like other events in July, Heritage Days 

and VBS were perfect examples of The Spirit Conspiracy. Witnessing it firsthand 

was inspiring. 

 

I would like to close by sharing a verse on my heart: 

How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a broth-

er or sister in need and yet refuses help?. Little children, let us love, not in word or 

speech, but in truth and action (1 John 3:17-18, NRSV). Throughout the Gospels, 

Jesus challenges his followers with greater works of peace, love, justice, and mercy. 

Admittedly, this can be hard. But we can take refuge in the Holy Spirit who is our 

strength, joy, and comfort. So where is God calling you next? Who needs you? To-

gether, where can we “plot goodness and foment kindness”? 

 

Loving and grace filled God,  

Help us to honor and desire your will. Help us to be open and receptive to the work-

ings of the Holy Spirit. Help us recognize those in need and opportunities to spread 

joy and peace. Help us to conspire with the Spirit to sow goodness and kindness. 

Bless our efforts and encourage our hearts. 

 

In the name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.              

 

Pastor Mark Johnson 

 

McLaren, Brian. We Make the Road by Walking: A Y ear-Long Quest for Spiritual 

Formation, Reorientation, and Activation. New York, NY: Jericho Books, 2014. 

AUGUST 2017 

Traditional                 

Worship              

returns to  

11:00 am  

on Sunday  

September 10, 

2017. 
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Vacation Bible School 

Maker Fun Factory                       
"Created by God, Built for a Purpose" 
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Rally Day  

Sunday August 27  
Sign up for Sunday School, fun activities for kids 

and Adults are invited to find out about all the fun 

activities that go on around the church.  

 
Aug 22 Confirmation Parents Meeting  
7 pm in the Common Ground Meeting Room  

  

 

1st day of Sunday school- September 10  
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 Stephen Ministers: The After People  

People often ask, “What exactly is a Stephen Minister?” One 

way to put it is that Stephen Ministers are the After People.  

Stephen Ministers are there:  

. . . after the phone call you hoped you’d never get.  

. . . after the funeral, when everyone has left and the emotions you’ve held at 

bay come crashing in on you.  

. . . after the relationship falls apart and the bottom falls out of your life.  

. . after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.” . . . af-

ter the nursing home director shakes your hand and says, “Welcome to your new 

home.”  

. . . after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away—and the house 

suddenly seems empty.  

. . . after the gavel comes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is led 

away.  

. . . after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever dreamed possi-

ble.  

. . . after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck.  

. . . after your family and friends have heard your story one 

too many times, but you still need to talk it out.  

Stephen Ministers are the After People. They are ready to 

come alongside you—or your friends, neighbors, coworkers, 

or relatives—and provide comfort and support for as long af-

ter as needed.   

If you would like to know more about Stephen Ministry or would like to request 

a Stephen Minister contact the church office, Pastors or  Stephen Leader Cathy 

Stoner (319)551-6666.  
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Check out our website-- 
www.umcmv.com 

We now have Sermons 
online… 

www.umcmv.com/video-library-of-

services/ 

Keep up to Date! 
Check out our online               

calendar!  
Here is the LINK! 

Thanks!  

Prayer & Share 9:30 am Wednesdays  
There will be no formal Women’s Bible study this summer, but starting the first Wednesday of June at 9:30, we 
will have a prayer and share time. We will meet in the Danforth Room, just off the elevator on the 5th floor. All 

are invited to this time of prayer and reflection.  This time of prayer will allow us to pray for our church, our world 
and share other prayer concerns. A short prayer guide and some devotions will be provided to assist you in this 

time of centering. God Bless! 

Second Quarter Financial Report 
 
As you may recall the General Fund started off in 2017 with 

a deficit of $17,231.  The Church Council passed a balanced 

budget for 2017, which means income will equal expenses 

for January – December 2017.  What the balanced budget 

does not address is the deficit with which we began the year. 

After the second quarter of 2017, the General Fund stands at 

a deficit of $27,824.28.  We need your help to reduce the 

deficit.  Please consider making a contribution to Deficit Re-

duction of the General Fund.   

The Renovation Fund has a balance of $26,221.86 after the 

second quarter.   

We are a generous congregation and your prayerful contri-

butions allow us to continue the good works of the church! 

Romania 2017–  
It has come. The time has arrived. After much prayer and 

great blessing Nancy Reasland, Weston Mitchell and I (Pastor 

Joy) are off to Romania. Thank you for your generosity! We 

are going on behalf of each of you, and on behalf of the part-

nership we hope to create. We welcome your prayers. Please 

pray that our hearts would be softened, our minds would be 

alert, clear and opened, and that we would respond to the Ho-

ly Spirit’s promptings as we travel about, and meet people, 

and make connections. Pray that Jesus would shine through 

us, and that we would get out of the way. Please pray for dis-

cernment and connections for our congregation. Also, please 

do pray for safe travel.  

I’m thrilled to see God opening a pathway for an international 

mission connection. We will no doubt see Jesus in the faces of 

children, and grown children alike. We are traveling with 

Global Hope International, an organization that was first 

founded in Romania and is now in Kenya and India as well. Their mission is all about finding Christ centered partnerships 

so they can serve at risk and orphaned children around the world.  

We depart on August 4th. Flying from Cedar Rapids, to Chicago, and through Munich, we will land in Timisoara, which is 

on the West Central edge of Romania. We will spend our first few days in Arad, just NE of Timisoara. We will visit the 

children of Ana’s House, and meet adults who were raised here as well. We will worship with them. We will then travel to 

Sibiu in the central portion of Romania. Here is where we will find the new UM Church plant, meet Pastor Cristi, and learn 

more about the new Day Center which will be launched this Fall. 

We will be keeping a blog for you to follow at: www.umcmv.com/category/romania/ 

Thank you for your prayers for us as we travel and meet, and learn. We are blessed. 

With A Full Heart, Pastor Joy Mitchell  

wp.umcmv.com
http://goo.gl/5zdlS6
http://goo.gl/5zdlS6
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar.aspx?ci=G1M7H2H2L6N8O9L6I3
http://www.umcmv.com/category/romania/
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We have hearing           

assistance receivers avail-

able starting this Sunday! 

Check in with the Sound 

Booth to pick one up!  

Circuit Rider Deadline for September will be 

August 28, 2017. Please let the church office 

know of what information you would like in-

cluded in the Circuit Rider and feel free to 

email us at adix@mediacombb.net - Thanks!  

A Message from United Methodist Women 

Faith, Hope and Love in Action 
Four of our members recently attended our conference Mission U event in Marshalltown.  Each year United Meth-

odist Women gather to prepare for faithful living and action by studying mission studies.  The mission studies of-

fered focus on a geographic, topical and spiritual growth study.  These studies help motivate, inform and enrich our 

commitment to global ministry.  This year the studies were: Living as a Covenant Community, Climate Justice and 

Missionary Conferences of the US.  Through the guidance of our trained leaders, it is hoped those attending can in 

turn lead or share these mission studies at the district and local levels.  So watch for information on how you can 

prepare for faithful living and action through United Methodist Women.  Or visit with one of us who attended Mis-

sion U to learn more.  Those attending were, Donna Jordan, Linda Peters, Arlene Sand and Barb Shepley. 

Our local unit will be holding a Bake Sale on Aug. 27 with funds raised going toward our pledge to mission.  We 

hope you will help support this project.  Watch for details in mid-week updates. 

Bibles for Our Sisters - Women At the Well Program  
 
As you can probably already guess, very few women get the opportunity to pack a bag before 
they're incarcerated. Unlike taking a business trip, or going on a vacation, most people 
don't plan to be arrested, and so normally find themselves unprepared for the experience. 
What little they do have when they are arrested is taken from them, and they enter into this 
new experience with nothing more than the generic clothing and meager personal supplies pro-
vided by the State to sustain them physically though this traumatic experience. Needless to 
say, the State provides them with nothing to support them spiritually. 
 
The Iowa Correctional Institution for Women receives an average of 60-80 new female prison-
ers every month. As you can imagine, most of them are struggling to come to grips with her 
new circumstances, and trying to understand how she can begin to turn her life around. The 
answer for many women is the return to, or discovery of, faith. For those seeking to travel 
deeper in their understanding of the Christian faith, the primary source book is the Bible. 
However, for most of the women new to ICIW, a bible isn't among their scant possessions. 
 
While ICIW's Religious Library has a few copies of the Bible available for loan, Women at 
the Well receives dozens of requests every month for bibles. Bibles that a newly incarcer-
ated woman doesn't have to return after two weeks. Bibles that can become their own. When we 
can, Women at the Well provides a new bible to every woman who asks to receive one. To make 
this possible, however, we need your help! 
 
Bibles for Our Sisters is a program which allows individuals, churches or organizations to 
donate bibles for distribution to women in need within the Iowa Correctional Institution for 
Women. To learn more about how the program works, or to participate, please visit the pro-
gram page at: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094aacab2fa5ff2-bibles . 
 
We hope that you will share this program, and this link, with others in your church. Please 
let us know if you have any questions. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094aacab2fa5ff2-bibles
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The following family and friends are in need of prayer:  

 
Prayers for Healing: 
 Bob Reed (Tammy Cooper's father) 
 Judy Stine (recovering from surgery) 
 Don Dicus        Jo Harman (recovering from retina surgery) 
 Theresa      Melissa 
 baby Hofmeister (due in October, recent testing revealed spina bifida) 
 Marsha Light (radiation treatment) 
 Megan Klaus 
 Jeff Butterbaugh 

Prayers for Loss: 
 The Kragenbrink and Nydegger Families (brother-in-law - Erik Thompson) 

 Joyce Zenor and family (husband-Larry) 

 Pam Goldsmith (mother - Patsy Goldsmith) 

Prayers for Comfort and Strength: 
 Don Dicus and the Dicus family 
 Darin and Hanna Hofmeister Family 
 Brooklyn and the Wattleworth/Myers/Whitley family      

Prayers for Safety and God's Guidance: 
 For all who are traveling and taking summer vacations 

 Dustin Clapp (incarceration) 

Prayers for Transition:   
 Aaron and Liz Reasland and boys 

Prayers for Sustenance: 

 UMCMV Stephen Ministers and care receivers  

 UMCMV pastors, staff, lay leader, and committee members 

 UMCMV Life Group ministry 

 Mission of Hope in Cedar Rapids, volunteers and attendees 

 Women at the Well United Methodist Church, Pastor Lee Schott, and the women of Iowa Correc-

tional Institute for Women  

Prayers for our World: 

 The United Methodist Church   
 Unity among all humanity   

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Joy: 

 The birth of Felix Alexander Fulton, proud grandparents are Ann and Ron Coe.   
 An amazing week of VBS!  Special thanks to Angie Watson and all the outstanding volunteers.   
 Safety for many who have been traveling for leisure and for business. 

Thanks to all those who have partici-
pated in the Scrip Program!  So far in 
2017 we have raised over $1,345 for 
the general operating expenses of  the 
church!  Orders are due the 1st and 
15th of  each month.  Please put your 
order form/check in the collection 
plate or drop them off  in the church 
office. 

Angels in Their Corner 
     An article entitled “Angels in Their Corner”, telling the story of 

Amy and Gabi’s journey to legal residency, their love for each oth-

er and the support of our church and community, appeared in the 

national Justice for Our Neighbors January newsletter. 

    There are a few copies of the article in the narthex for those inter-

ested. Amy and Gabi’s story and glowing comments about Ann 

Naffier, the lead attorney for Iowa JFON, has also led to Ann’s be-

ing named a 2017 AILA Pro Bono Champion attorney. Here is a 

link to the article: http://njfon.org/2017/01/10/angels-in-their-corner/   

http://njfon.org/2017/01/10/angels-in-their-corner/
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August 2017 Anniversaries  
 

Love is patient, love is kind, it isn’t jealous, 

it doesn’t brag, it isn’t arrogant, it isn’t 

rude, it doesn’t seek its own advantage, it 

isn’t irritable, it doesn’t keep a record of 

complaints, it isn’t happy with injustice, but 

it is happy with the truth. Love puts up with 

all things, trusts in all things, hopes for all 

things, endures all things.   
   1 Corinthians 13:4-13  

 

Happy August 

Birthdays!  

Thank you for all those who supported our Mission of Hope Lunch 

Outreach - whether through monetary donations, food donations, or 

volunteering at the Mission of Hope - we 

served around 170 meals on Wednesday July 

26, 2017!!  

Jacob Alger 08/01 

Jason Anderson 08/03 

Mary Jane Wilkey   

Candice Jeffrey 08/06 

Diane Legore   

Sandra Sill   

Hannah Waters   

Todd Lineburg 08/08 

Aidan Nosek   

Renee Nydegger   

Emily Stoner 08/09 

Beth Johnson 08/11 

Kailey Shannon 08/13 

Marc Mohn 08/14 

Jen Stanerson   

William Deskin 08/16 

Lynda Hakken   

Lauren Swartzendruber 08/17 

Noah Lineburg 08/18 

Loren Hoffman 08/19 

Kyler Shannon   

Kim Ott 08/23 

Jim Engelbrecht 08/24 

Andrew P. Knapp 08/25 

Andrew Lafollette 08/26 

Steve Miller   

Tryston Locke 08/28 

Allison Johnston 08/29 

Landon Johanning-
08/30 

Bob Smith   

Darrell Jordan 08/31 

Keaton Kutcher   

Ed & Stephanie Timm 08/02 

Todd & Lisa White 08/03 

Lance & Shellie Kamaus 08/04 

Steve & Ruth Miller 08/06 

Jamie & Rik Smith   

Jim & Jackie Wallace   

Joleen & Michael Woods   

Sue & Mike Gradwell 08/09 

Judy & Don Stine   

Cot & Kay Graber 08/10 

Allison & Matt Traynor    

Karmin McShane & Shawn 
Voight  

08/11 

Kris & Emily Perreault 08/12 

Gordon & Bev Behrens 08/16 

Jim & Julie Baty 08/17 

Ben & Monica Miller   

Addison & Janet Ault 08/23 

John & Mary Jane McWilliams  08/24 
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 August 2017 Worship Assistants  

August 6th at 8:30am (Praise Service) August 6th at 10:15am (Traditional Service) 

Parking Lot Door Terry & Sandy Sill Parking Lot Door Jim Wallace 

West Door Greeters: Babs Moore West Door Greeters: Dan Hakken 

Worship Assistants: 
Mary Ann Brindley & Alison 
Dix  Worship Assistants: Shepley's & McWilliams 

Coffee Host: Cot & Kay Graber Lector: Cot Graber  

Nursery: Marissa Cranston  Nursery: Brittany Booth  

Communion: Paige Roos & Madi Cranston Slide Presenter: Dick Jacobs 

Slide Presenter: Diane Legore Communion Ben Moss & Mandy Morrical 

August 13th at 8:30am (Praise Service) August 13th at 10:15am (Traditional Service) 

Parking Lot Door Mike Ryan Parking Lot Door TBD 

West Door Greeters: Shirley Ryan West Door Greeters: Mike Gradwell 

Worship Assistants: Ron & Amy Jackson Worship Assistants: 
LaFollette Family and                             
Sue & Terry Pisarik 

    Lector: Janet Ault  

Nursery: Emily Davis  Nursery: Brittany Booth  

    Slide Presenter: Jackie Wallace 

Slide Presenter: Bonnie Moore Coffee Host: Janet Griffith 

August 20th at 8:30am (Praise Service) August 20th at 10:15am (Traditional Service) 

Parking Lot Door Jeff & Marci Schmatt Parking Lot Door Bonnie Keith 

West Door Greeters: Nancy Reasland West Door Greeters: Jan White 

Worship Assistants: Heather Niec Family  Worship Assistants: Jody Stewart Family 

    Lector: Dan Hakken 

Nursery: Kim Schwiebert  Nursery: Brittany Booth  

    Slide Presenter: Trude Elliott 

Slide Presenter: Diane Legore Coffee Host: Trude Elliott 

August 27th at 8:30am (Praise Service) August 27th at 10:15am (Traditional Service) 

Parking Lot Door Amy Jackson Parking Lot Door Cot Graber 

West Door Greeters: Ron Jackson West Door Greeters: Kay Graber 

Worship Assistants: 
Brock & Stacey Barber and 
Kim Ott Family Worship Assistants: Morrical Family 

    Lector: Nancy Thomas  

Nursery: Marissa Cranston  Nursery: Brittany Booth  

    Slide Presenter: Jackie Morrical 

Slide Presenter: Diane Legore Coffee Host: Tim & Diane Legore 
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United Methodist Church of Mount Vernon                 

304 First Street SW                                      

Mount Vernon, IA  52314                 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED                                                                             

United Methodist Church of Mount Vernon 

Staff 

 
Senior Pastor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joy Mitchell 

Associate Pastor/Christian  

Education Director………... . Mark Johnson  

Sunday School Coordinator  

Congregational Care Coordinator Julie Baty 

Office Manager/Newsletter  . . . . . .Alison Dix  

Admin. Asst./ Membership………  Jo Harman   

Nursery Care. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Melissa Oxley 

Praise Team Director /Metholarks  

Choir Director. . . . ……….. Ben Klaus  

Director, Adult Handbell Choir .   ..Kristi Keast  

Organist/Pianist………………    …Karen Stoll  

Chancel Choir Director   Joleen Woods  

Custodian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rosa Moss 

Maintenance & Repair Director . . . Trustees 

Wedding Coordinator……………..Barb Shepley 

Financial Secretaries  . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Jacob,   

                              & Jackie Morrical 

Treasurers . . . . . . .  .Mike Kragenbrink/ Alison Dix 

 

Mark your 

Calendars…  
 

Rally Day  

Sunday August 27 

 
A fun day of activities for 

all in Fellowship Hall  

9:30 to 10:15 am   


